
23 reasons why Canterbury is the place to be this weekend 
 
Contributions from more than 100 artists, filmmakers, poets and musicians, ranging from 
Yoko Ono to Alfred Hitchcock, can be enjoyed this weekend at the University of Kent’s 
Festival of Projections, 18 - 20 March. 
 
Here are just some of the things to see and do. See www.kent.ac.uk/projections for 
timings. 
 

1. Flash your torch along with a Morse code conversation being beamed between 
Canterbury Cathedral and the University. Your “voice” will join the likes of Yoko 
Ono and Radio One’s Gemma Cairney as part of the Future Signals event that 
will light up the city sky and help kick off the weekend of events. 

 
2. Show off your muscles at a traditional fairground test-your-strength machine 

given a modern makeover by artist Butch Auntie. Using illuminated video-
mapping technology, the artwork projects the rises and falls of visitors’ mallet 
swings on to a building in the heart of the University campus. 

 
3. Park up and be prepared to be blasted away at a pop-up drive-in cinema when 

members of Japanese psychedelic noise rock band Bo Ningen perform a live 
soundtrack to the film From This World To That Which Is To Come. This 
collaboration of music and film proved a sell-out when it premiered at London’s 
Barbican. 

 
4. Visit the Free Range City populated by poets, musicians, filmmakers and 

dancers. Based on a series of award-winning events held in Canterbury since 
2012, Free Range City is a one-day retrospective festival featuring simultaneous 
performances, screenings and installations.  

 
5. Immerse yourself in virtual reality. One at a time, audience members can 

experience a performance of The Cube, based on a true story of one of history’s 
strangest mass disappearances. Artist Simon Wilkinson uses gaming technology, 
virtual reality and live performance to create a unique experience.  

 
6. Scare yourself at a screening of John Carpenter’s cult classic The Thing. 

Considered to be one of the greatest horror films ever made, it stars Kurt Russell, 
has a soundtrack by Ennio Morricone, and is the ultimate in alien terror. 

 
7. Feel part of the action at an immersive outdoor screening of A Field In 

England, Ben Wheatley’s English Civil War thriller. Wheatley is the director of 
High Rise, the just-released adaptation of the J D Ballard novel, starring Tom 
Hiddleston, who is currently wowing prime-time Sunday evening TV audiences in 
the BBC’s John Le Carre drama The Night Manager.  

 
8. Tramp through the woods with poet Rhys Trimble as he performs some of his 

work. He will then lead a creative writing workshop inspired by the outdoor 
setting. A few hours later, you can join him again on the woodland walk as he 
performs the results of the workshop. 

 

http://www.kent.ac.uk/projections


9. Learn how to make your own beamer – budget projector – using just a mobile 
phone, a magnifying glass, a paperclip and a shoebox. After the workshop, which 
is suitable for children and adults, you can then beam your images on to some of 
the University buildings.  

 

10. Bring your own beamer and join a worldwide phenomena conceived by Berlin-

based artists Rafaël Rozendaal and Anne de Vries. Anyone with an image to 

share, can bring a projector, or use one they have made at the earlier workshop, 

for a night of live experimentation and collaboration accompanied by musician 

Tom Vek. 

 
11. Listen to a spooky podcast called The Sky’s Not Right on the train journey 

between Canterbury and the Turner Contemporary in Margate. The gallery is 
showing Joachim Koester’s The Other Side Of The Sky, its first major film-based 
exhibition to coincide with the International Festival of Projections. 

 
12. Shout out as part of the Human Megaphone experiment. Using a technique 

employed by demonstrators as diverse as Gandhi and the Occupy Wall Street 
movement, a crowd voices a speaker’s words so that those further away can 
hear what is being said. The organisers of this event aim to give voice to refugee 
communities in Kent.  

 
13. Change your environment at the touch of a screen. On Slow Violence gives 

visitors the opportunity to play with the effects of light projected through haze. 

Sounds change and warp to accompany the light. The outcomes will be 

unpredictable, engaging, destructive, amusing and visually intriguing. 

 

14. Tune in to how you score a film soundtrack.  Jack Hues, of British new wave 
band Wang Chang will describe the process of working with director William 
Friedkin to compose the music for his film To Live And Die In LA. Enjoy the film 
then find out how the music came together.  

 
15. Enjoy some silent films, including La Voyage Dans La Lune, a French sci-fi 

classic dating from 1902, to the accompaniment of a grand piano played by Sam 
Bailey. 

 
16. Share your views on how technology is changing the world at a series of 

screenings and talks under the banner ThinkNation: Projection of Ideas. Topics 

include the morality and issues underlying big picture technology and artificial 

intelligence. 

 
17. Get an insight into the work of artist John Smith, who for more than 40 years has 

been making film, video and installation works that have been shown around the 

world. He will take part in a question and answer session after a screening of 

some of his work.  

 
18. Explore the worlds of climate change and extreme weather at a screening of 

artist Adam Chodzko’s Deep Above. Many of the images and sounds were 



captured in and around Canterbury, where Chodzko is a senior lecturer at the 
University. They include snatches of chorus from the University choir, the sea at 
Seasalter and a family kitchen in Whitstable.  

 
19. Quiz award-winning film director Jan Dunn, after a screening of her acclaimed 

debut feature Gypo.  
 

20. Learn how film and TV crews keep returning to the same locations. Chilham On 

Screen tells how this Kent village has appeared in numerous guises since the 

making of Michael Powell and Emeric Pressburger’s A Canterbury Tale there in 

1944. It has been a backdrop for TV shows as diverse as Top Gear and Miss 

Marple. Learn what happened during and after the shoot of the 2009 adaptation 

of Jane Austen’s Emma.  

 
21. Marvel at footage of old Canterbury filmed around 1923. Screen Archive South 

East is also showing The Canterbury Tour, which captures everyday life in the 
city and includes footage of many buildings destroyed in Second World War 
bombing raids. 

 
22. Spot the Oscar-winners of the future at screenings of new work by young 

filmmakers. The Canterbury University Film Festival (CUFF) is screening a 
selection of the best short films by students from the University of Kent, 
Canterbury Christ Church University and the University for the Creative Arts. 

 
23. Make your own film at workshops for would-be filmmakers led by artists from 

Bristol Experimental and Expanded Film (BEEF). Participants get hands-on 
experience of the Bolex, the 16mm clockwork camera loved by generations, from 
documentary makers to artists such as Andy Warhol.  

 
The full programme of events for the International Festival of Projections can by viewed 
at:  www.kent.ac.uk/projections  
 

http://www.kent.ac.uk/projections

